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1. Buy a copy of GuitarPro.  $59.95 last time I looked.   http://www.guitar-pro.com.

2. Learn tablature.  I did not know about tablature when I started.  Learned about it in an adult-education class in Virginia.  It is ESSENTIAL when you start to play the banjo.  Learn a few songs from the tablature.  Later, you can improvise, i.e., play without depending on the tablature.  (I use it now only for learning new songs that contain licks – note sequences – I am not familiar with.)
3. There is some tablature that I wrote that covers this lesson material at http://www.astroshow.com/other/other.htm#Bluegrass.  Look for “Banjo Lessons for Beginners.”
4. There is also some other GuitarPro tablature that I wrote at http://www.astroshow.com/other/other.htm#Bluegrass that might be of interest.  Some of the songs there are original compositions like “The Gunfighter” and “Daybreak in Arizona.”
5. There is lots more GuitarPro tablature at http://www.banjohangout.org/
6. There are other music editing programs: TABRite, Tabledit, and MusEdit.  None of them are even close to GuitarPro in capability in my opinion.  The free ones might be handy for viewing/playing other files at banjohangout.
7. Practice lots!  Practice by yourself at home is necessary but usually will not allow you to realize when your timing is off.  (Of course, if you play along with GuitarPro tablature, it would help lots.  Or play along with a metronome…)
8. Playing in jam sessions is ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL.  Sitting around home playing by yourself will not prepare you for jam session playing.  Attend the jams even if you are not ready to take breaks.  Jams provide incentive and, over time, will improve your playing.  You will learn stuff and hear stuff that will make you want to practice more.
9. TIMING is the most important thing!  If you play out of time when you are playing the lead, the jam session will grind to a halt on that song.  If you hear that happening, it is usually YOU that is causing it.  If you are a beginner, it’s OK.  Happens to every beginner.  Happened to me…  People will understand – as long as you make progress from jam-to-jam.  Just learn from it and don’t make a habit of it.  At home, use a metronome or play along with a record or play along with GuitarPro to improve your timing.  When you think you’ve got it, test yourself at another jam session.  Fear not.  You are hopefully among friends…  (
